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Screen dreams in John Wayne country

Nows Data: O8/10/200¢
Ot fngh Times

Ulah hes provided the backdrop for films from “Stagecosch’ fo Thetms Lowiso™ I's a groat place for an adventure, writes GENEVIEVE CARBERY

TUMBLEWEED ROLLS across the emply 10ad Nollvng gise stirs m 1ho canyon or on the praie sround it At any moment | oxpeel te hear the whirny of a wid horse of the whistie of & lonesemae cowboy. for Utah surely defines the
#uch of Utah sis atop tho Colorada Plateaw, and its sandslons formatons bear the impnnt of millions of yoars of oroson m dramate, colouruf beauly Theso archoes and canyons form the backdsop for an ondiess varety of walks,
o156 trads 1n one of the siale’s fivo nabonal parks. When atided 0 Netivo Amencan cuifurg and dinosaur {ossis, ihis sparse slste offars wsilors many chancos for adventure — you ge! all of the drama of the Grand Canyon without

oaxpense and the woll-worn tounst palbs

This vasl stata jusi bogs 1o be explared on a greal Amancan foad Ing Scene Byway +2. part of a cirewd of 28 siwetching rom Las Vogas fo Albuguarque and Salt Lake Cily, connedts Canyonfands Neuonal Park with the aquslly drr
Zign patks, winding 200km along stapped clffs

Coanyonlnnds, which 15 the biggest of the slate’s parks, feaiures hundreds of rock formation known as slands i the sky Although most are hord 1o get clase to withaul an arduous trek. 1 15 Just 5 short huke up lo the hanging Mesa /
sping-tingling viows, especialy ol sunnsa

To the narthasst s Arches Netional Perk, bama to Ulah's state icon, the Delicate Arch. Onca koow as Ihe Chops. lor ds rasumblancs lo a par of cowboys legs, it stends ol the edge of a bowl of rod rock 2t looks shppory but gives
you losl ke Spder-han.

If you fook through the arch you gal 8 taste of the varoty of Utalv's landscapo, from across the Colorado River canyon (popular for white-wator ralting) to snow-lopped mountsin peaks [Ulah chiims to have the bast snow on eaith}

Yo raliva. up |0 a point, that Thelma & Lowsamoment, with tha vand In your hait and nowhere to go bt dowe. hoad for nearby Dead Horss Point State Park, where the 1991 flm was made The park towers above the Colorada rive
smpty canyons

For more film sets — this tiro lrom waslams, and on 8 grand scale ~ Monument Yelioy is worlh a stop, 1o ses if you recogmse backdrops fromLegond of the Lone Rangaror evan Mission impassible Hl Yeu can axplase the Navae-o
Nalvo Amarican guides, when private. quet focals will explain the anciond (Tso’ Bif Ndzsgen) and nol-go-ancient {via Alfred Hicheock] names thoy give 1o the aros and its odd-shapad mounds.

©ne of the only placss o stay in the vallay 15 Gowiding’s Lodga, which 15 mtogral to the aroa’s big-scroen history Stafl proudiy tall the lescinating ale of how Harry and Leone Soulding - or Mike, as het hushand galied her, unsble
name - sol off for Hollywoed from their smalt trading post i Ihe mrddlo of 1es :solated and unknown valloy

Whon thay armvad at e alfica of the dirsclor John Ford, they wafa told i wolld be deys bolora ho couki oo thom. Se Harry want back 1o his truck, gol hus blankals end expliined thet he didn't mind waiting When a localon mana
photographs of Monumont Valiay thet Harry had spread on the watting-room floor, ho finally gt a mocting Ton days later tho Last and crew arnved to make {ho valiny's lirst im, Stagacosch starrmg John Wayne

Bryca Canyon and Zion natienal parks ara Ihe gsms of the stete Hurdrods of oorio hoodeos, of pillais of weaihored 1ock, 81 Bryce Canyon kok fike ancient tolem polls. As s noms suggests, Zron 1s 8 lush graen park afiva wilh ple
Oniep of thet, its over-changing red clifis are full of geclogical drams. The doath- dafymg trok 1o Angel's Landing 15 thriltng. tough and unforgatledle The hike chmbs thiee kilomolres along swilchback bonds that bad 1o o namow |
B0Om high Famly fastenod malaf ropes are tho only way ko pull yoursell up over the racks And don'l leok down a sheer drop awnils below, and these have bean a number of [ats! falls on this trail Stuaning news down tho graon v
biting ¢hmb.

The dinosaues thal reamed acress tha state are well presenved os fossts Bones aro oxcavaled darly, and more than o dozen musoums of prehistery offer & chanca lo meet with and walch pefacontolagsis propanng dinoseur spac
oxhibits come from noprby digs, bul soma are bought al nanupl dinosaur- and fossil-rading shows One locsl palasoniolog:st oxpluned thet deinasaut treding 1 g business, especially on eliay. where e hes soon a full mammaoth
tens of thousands of doders

YOU SHOULD GET a warm waicems lror Ulah's mainly Mormon popuiation (G0 per cant are mambars of tha Church of Josus Chiist of Lotter-Day Sainis} Dospile thewr singl religrus restrglions on alcabol and lobacce. locals an
fha habits of visiors — alhough aven oulsidors have ko comply with tha slata’s fegal restricions on aloohol, which havs Iod Lo private clubs athor than pubs and require bartorders o mix driaks betind e batcdar According 1o ancthe
finish ons boar before starting enolhar ~ which means knecking them back whon the waitor Comas 16 yout table You sneuklnt gol any disepproving leoks when you order a dunk, bl somohow, when averyeng lse s extiomaly so
feo! a titio guiily

Mermons sra quick o dispef lhe notion that thay are polygsmous ~ tha praclice has been ifegal here since the 10 contury and 15 conlinued only among fundamontalist sects

Thoir attachmen! to family 1 nowhero holiar soen than at the Family History Library, wihich Ihe Moemons run Loceted in Salt Laka City. It contins the woeld's largost collachion of ganosiogieal sacords, gathered from 110 countnes.
Visitors can spond hours among dusty lles, leokeng through merefiche and en compulers for family soceels

Fo: a flitlla Boheauamsmm in the midst of Utah's Mormon stoism, stop off in Boukier Thts quicky lown claims te ba (b last communily la receive #s post by mule traum. I i also bome to the sie of 2 1.000-yoar-0id Pueblo winga Wi
rovehed aganst tha colonising Sparmsh, in 1680, the orgamser sant a knottod eord Lo gach tibe They would untio ono kno!l each dsy; whon thoy undid the 1ast one thoy know & was timo 1o sebef Tha Pugebioans forcad the Spanush
them off far 70 yoers

Wah is o jgwel that doesn’t lond to feature on glossy travel brochures, but its emply cenyons, wind-whippad arches and ondloss praos make Iha §1019°s 1mposing landseaps on invitation 1o gat fost i an advoniure

- Genevieve Cortbory was a guest ol Ulah Office of Toursm fwwy utah raveh ard Aar Lingus

Wherg to stay. eat and go In Utah

Vihorg to slay

Zion Mountain Ronch East Highway 9, Zion MNational Park, 00-1-866-8482555, www. zionmountamie sod com. To unwind and oxporiance thoe quiot cowbay ko tor a fow days, this unique ronch has all-Amarican wood cabms., horsel
hord of bufiaio Cabins lrom €90

Goulding's Lodge Menument Valley, 00-1-435- 7273231, www goukdings.com. This lodge 1s 2 piece of Ulah's Haliywaod tustery Beok in advance for plain reoms wah stunning dasesi suanse wows Double sooms from €160
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